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July 27, 1977 |

sSTRICT 3

WATER QUALITY DIV. | | boRotiie
T0: Robert J. Courchaine, Chief, Water Quality Division ' /{,{ -
FROM: William G. Turney, Chief, Bureau of Environmental Protection

SUBJECT: /2{222:2? of 0il1 and Ggs Ue11s:H1Lh STludges

After getting your ncte with the attached momoe from Karl Zollner deaiing with
Union Stee! Products Comnany's prdbtlcp of g].0w1ng cyarride and chremiuwn sludges
to be used for plugging dry gas anc oil wells in the Albicn area, I ccntacted
Art Slaughter who indicated no knowledge of this practice. After he chacked
with Sam Alguire he called me back to confirm that the practice apparently has

taken place over a period of ten years or so and that he would issue instructions
to the field supervisors to immediately terminate appiroval of the use of indusirial

sludges in any part of the plugging operation.

I then suggested to Art that they begin a <qu°V_of the records to dutermine how
many wells micht have been plugged using these materials and that based upon the
file informaticn we could cooperatively b~a1n a systematic investigaticn to find
out if the sludges were used as Tillers in any fresn water zonhes.

The problein may not be as frighiening as one would first think because Art
remindzd me that i1f the sludges had been used tc fill in the fresh water zone
there wouid be protection of the grounavater by -hadf the ocuter casing which

is cemented in place throughout the fresh water zona. Still, it may be necessarv
to remove sludges if they are Tcund in the frresh water zone.

~_ )
If we have ot u]r:aJ/ done so, we should notify Umicn Steel Preducis Coumany

they allow those materiais to be used for the filling of abandoned oil oy Gas
wells.,

US EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5

and other companies producing meta|11c sTudges that unde no circunsiances shouin
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cc:  Dr. Tody
ir. Slaughter
M. Lails
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s « MICHIGAN WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION
- FACI..TY INSPECTION L-PORT

| FACILITY N " REGION[DISTR. FACILITY PERMIT RATING
ZAGLE PICHER:INODUSTRIES INC 2 2 130017 MI10Q029€68 | ATEQUATE
UNICN STZcL PRQOOUCTS COIVve LAST VISIT - -
500 N. SERRIEN STREET TYPE | DESCRIPTION DATE REASON
ALEBICN ., M1 49224 1 ENFORCEMENT 04 / 79 C
VISIT REASONS OFERATOR = NUMBER CERTIFIED 12773

A - REGULAR SCHEDULE E - FACILITY REQUEST - 5 . .

B - EFFLUENT FAILURE F - PUBLIC COMPLAINT LUTZAE THEQOORE C KGgnZ37

C - COMPLIANCE FAILURE G - INFORMATION CHANGES | e h— P —

0 - REGION REQUEST H - OTHER (qi_‘ ‘ ;:’l A 16l S14) IR ‘

FACILITY CLASSIFICATIONS A2A A2F 331B B2A 834
QPZRATCR CLASSIFICATION: 834

QUTFALL NUMBERS AND DESCRIPTIONS
132037 001 PRICR TQ OISCHG.NALAKA, R, VIA STO9M
130139 0C4 3ATCH QISCHARGE=CHROMIUM PRCCESS
132156 Qa4 BATCH JISCHARGE = CYANTIODE PROCESS
1313188, Q492 NONCOINTACT CQOL H2C TQ MALAMAZQQ RIVEFR
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ANY CHANGES REQUIRED IN WISER FILE~

. WHITE: LANSING REGIONAL OFFICE 2. CANARY: LANSING DATA UNIT 3. PINK: DISTRICT COPY . R 4884 4/77



